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SOME OBSERVATIONS ON THE USE OF 
PIPEROZINE. 

Dr. Heuboch, “ International Centralblatt fur die Phys. 
v. Path, du Harn u Sexual.” 

Piperozine at present seems to have much attention 
given to it in Germany and the investigations of Sprogue, 
Vogt, Burdet and others, besides the author here quoted, 
seem without doubt to place it among the therapeutical 
advances of the day. The evidence of the practical re¬ 
searches of all seem to point to the great practical useful¬ 
ness of the drug in gouty conditions and its capability of 
dissolving uric-acid concretions. The therapeutic trials of 
the drug hypodermically in two cases of lumbago were suc¬ 
cessful. Dose, 0.5 gm. doses four times daily—a total 
of 2.0 gm. in the twenty-four hours. Voluminously diluted 
solutions preferred. A full translation of Dr. Heuboch’s 
article appears in “ Notes on New Remedies.” 


SULPHATE OF DUBOISIN IN THE TREATMENT 
OF INSANITY. 

In the “ Neurologisches Centralblatt,” October 1, 1891, 
Dr. Max Lewald publishes the results of the use of duboisin 
in the treatment of twenty-two cases of insanity. Twenty- 
one of these were of long standing, the patients being 
women. Only six were the subjects of hallucinations, lour 
of agitated dementia and periodical mania, three of para¬ 
noia and mental disturbance, with epilepsy, and one of 
senile dementia. The drug was obtained from Merck’s 
laboratory. It is readily soluble in water, and was admin¬ 
istered subcutaneously in a solution of 0.04 to 20 aq. He 
had never found it necessary to give more than 0.002 of 
a grain) as this dose seemed to prove the most effectual. 
The forearm was the part selected for the injections, which 
were always given with the usual antiseptic precautions. 
Neither abscess nor infiltration occurred. There was no 
complaint of pain following the injection. Mydriasis was 
the earliest symptom which occurred. In from ten to thirty 
minutes (rarely later) there were numerous symptoms 
showing that the influence of the drug had extended to the 
brain. In three-fourths of the cases sleep was produced 
varying from two to seven hours. In exceptional cases the 
sleep lasted longer. In 72 per cent, a full effect took place. 
The patients became perfectly quiet, and after twenty or 



SOCIETY REPORTS. 


78 

thirty minutes slept so soundly that often they were not 
disturbed by the taking of the pulse and temperature. In 
24 per cent a persistent state of tranquility ensued without 
sleep. In 4 per cent, the remedy seemed to have no effect 
whatsoever. His results correspond with those of Oster- 
mayer and Preninger in showing that duboisin has a more 
pronounced influence in women than in men. If the same 
dose be given for several days, a diminution in its effect 
and tolerance is established, but if the injection be discon¬ 
tinued for a few days, and then resumed, the former prompt 
action is again noticeable. W. M. L. 


Jnjcietij Sports. 


NEW YORK NEUROLOGICAL SOCIETY. 

Meeting of December /, 1891. 

The President, Dr. L. C. Gray, in the chair. 

RESECTION OF POSTERIOR BRANCHES OF UP¬ 
PER THREE CERVICAL NERVES FOR SPAS¬ 
MODIC TORTICOLLIS, WITH REPORT OF A 
CASE. 

Dr. Charles A. Powers read a paper with this title. 
In February of the present year the patient, a man thirty- 
seven years of age, was sent to the speaker for an opinion 
regarding a spasmodic affection of the neck from which he 
was suffering. There was no history of syphilis or other 
constitutional disease. He had been from boyhood exceed¬ 
ingly nervous and restless, starting violently when suddenly 
surprised, trembling at the slightest injury or fear of danger. 
His father had always manifested the same nervous condi¬ 
tions in a marked degree. The patient had rather a senile 
look, stooping and throwing the head well forward. When 
left to itself the head was spasmodically rotated to the right 
to its fullest extent. The patient could carry it back by 
pressing the chin over with the hand, but when the restrain¬ 
ing force was removed it was instantly jerked back to its 
rotated condition. These spasms were constant during the 
day, and much worse when the patient was fatigued, irri¬ 
tated, surprised, or among strangers. The right hand was 
constantly upon the chin, and the patient was unable to use 



